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BRSD Board approves change to 2017-2018 school calendar
The Battle River School Division Board of Trustees approved next year’s school calendar last November,
but made an additional change to the schedule at their February 23 meeting.
In order to ensure all school staff are well equipped to meet the needs of students, BRSD has made the
decision to add extra staff collaboration and learning days to next year’s calendar. These learning days
will be provided for all staff who work within schools – including teachers, educational assistants,
librarians and administrative assistants, as well as Principals and Vice Principals.
“We believe that providing this opportunity for all school staff to gain knowledge and skill will ultimately
benefit all students,” says Superintendent of Schools Rita Marler. “Everyone who works with students
can play a part in student success and we want to make sure all staff have the skills to do that.”
Every school in the division will be asked to adjust the number of minutes in their school day slightly
next year, in order to ensure that students receive the required number of instructional hours, even if
they are at school for fewer overall days. As schools each have a slightly different number of minutes in
their day, the adjustments in minutes will vary from school to school but the overall change is expected
to be less than 15 minutes per day at any school.
The addition of extra staff collaboration and learning days is seen as a very positive move by the BRSD
Board of Trustees, who were unanimous in their support.
“Students have a wide range of needs,” says Board Chair Laurie Skori. “It’s our responsibility to ensure
staff have the skills they need. We believe this is a very positive step in making sure students can
succeed at school.”
A copy of the revised calendar is on the next page.
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